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Problems  of  Overcrowding 

Taoe  a  space  on  your  living  room  carpet  ■  6'  11"  x  10'4' . 
On  one  side  of  this  huge  area,  tape  off  36"  to  allow 
for  2  stacked  bunks  and  at  the  end  of  the  bunks  tape 
off  another  18"  x  46"  for  a  lavatory.  On  one  end  of 
the  cell  taoe  off  space  for  four  ooen  shelves.  Qpposite 
the  bunks  mark  off  18"  x  24"  for  another  shelf  and 
under  the  window,  a  'corner'  shelf  of  concrete  and 
a  20"  seat, 

Place  two  adults  in  this  space  -  then  let  them  spend 
12  hours  of  every  day  confined  to  it,  with  all  their 
clothing,  toiletries,  books,  pictures  and  (if  they  can 
afford  one)  possibly  a  radio  or  a  small  TV.  If  you  were 
one  of  these  two  people  and  you  had  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  for  a  cell  partner,  he  would  still  get  on  your 
nerves.  Not  just  to  the  point  of  mere  frustration;  to 
explosive  violence. 


Overcrowding  at  this  prison  is  the  single,  most 
serious  problem  that  must  be  planned  for  and  dealt 
with  by  the  prisoners  and  the  administration.  It  is 
not  the  single  most  serious  problem  that  the  people 
of  Montana  have  to  face.  They  have  more  immediate 
problems  to  contend  with  like  the  10%+  unemploy- 
ment  rate,  continuing  recession  and  the  constant 
possibility  of  nuclear  annihilation.  With  survival 
itself  at  stake,  overcrowding  inside  the  prison 
seems  like  a  minor,  even  dull,  subject  to  think 
about. 

During   the  past  year  there  have  been  several  at- 
tempts to  open  new  facilities  to  handle  part  of  the 
excess    population.    Minimum    security    centers    at 
Swan  River  and  near  Flathead  Lake  Were  planned 
and   then   scratched   when  highly   vocal  minorities 
in  those  communiti  es  protested  their  development. 
The     same    opposition    occurred    when    community 
corrections     centers    were    planned    in    Butte    and 
Missoula.   •'Anywhere   but   here"   seems    to  be   the 
attitude.   The   fact    that   those   facilities  were  only 
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going   to  be  open  to  non-violent  offenders  and  pri- 
soners   with    minimum    custody    status    didn't   seem 
to  matter.  The  people  outside  must  not  believe  that 
the  administration  here  and  the  courts  around  the 
state  know  the  difference    between  a  violent  and  a 
non-violent    criminal*  The  common  attitude   seems 
be  that  everyone  in  this  prison  is  a  murderer  and 
a  rapist.  Less  than  20%  of  the  prisoners  here  are 
dangerous.    The   figure   would   be   less    if    the  non- 
violent  criminals   sent   here  had  not   been  exposed 
to  the  violent  ones.   The  prison  itself  breeds  vio- 
lence and  callouses  everyone  involved  with  it. 

(continued  on  page  5] 


The  Siberian  Express,  April,   1982,  Page  2 

EDITORIAL 

This  is  the  first  issue  of  The  Siberian  Express. 
I  hope  that  you  will  like  it.  After  months  of  dis- 
cussions and  negotiations,  the  final  details  about 
the  newspaper  were  wo  rked  out  in  a  manner  agree- 
able to  both  prisoners  and  administration.  The 
prisoners    of  this  prison  now  have  a  voice. 

We  will  distribute  this  paper  to:  prisoners  and  staff 
at  this  prison;  other  prisons  and  institutions  around 
the  country;  citizens  and  government  officials;  and 
interested  organizations.  In  our  restricted  world,  we 
often  lose  our  perspective.  We  get  so  wrapped  up 
in  our  own  soap-opera's  that  we  forget  that  anyone 
else  has  any  problems  that  merit  consideration. 
In  order  to  be  fair,  this  newspaper  is  going  to 
investigate  every  side  of  every  issue. 


The  newspaper  staff  from  left  to  right:    Wm.   Wetzsteon.  Michael   Rheo, 
Dennis  Morrow  and  Everett  Powers. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  WARDEN'S  FORUM 
by  Dennis  Morrow 

On  March  18,  1982,  this  writer  had  the  opportunity 
to  observe,  first  hand,  a  meeting  of  the  Warden's 
Forum.  Since  Warden  Risley  releases  his  own  Inter- 
Divisional  on  what  is  accomplished  (or  not  accom- 
plished) at  these  meetings,  I  will  refrain  from 
giving  a  blow-by-blow  account.  Instead,  I  will 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  immediate  issue  s. 

The  Warden's  Forum. has  been  in  existence  for 
approximately  six  months  and  was  initiated  by 
Warden  Risley  to  serve  as  a  common  ground  to  air 
grievances  between  prisoners  and  the  prison  admin- 
istration. Members  are  elected  every  six  months, 
however,  the  present  membership  has  been  extended 
in  order  to  resolve  present  issues.  Representatives 
currently  serving  on  the  Forum  are:  John  Radford  - 
Close  I,  James  Kirkaldie  -  Close  II,  Bill  Rose  - 
A  Unit,  S.  Dean  Baker  -  B  Unit  and  Bill  Satterfield- 
C  Unit.  These  representatives  meet  weekly, with  the 
warden  attending  bi-weekly. 

Of  primary  interest  to  most  of  us  is  the   matter  of 
the  satellite  receiving  dish.   Forget  it....  for  now. 
(Who  didn't  know   that?)  With  the  economic  situation 
being   what  it  is,  coupled  with  a  high  crime  rate, 
public  opinion  is  leaning  towards  more  restrictions 
for  prisons.  We  are  already  suspected  of  living  in  a 
Ramada  Inn  type  environment  and  a  satellite  dish 
at    this    time    would    be    the   proverbial    straw   that 
broke  the  camel's  back.  There  is  also  some  ques- 
tion as  to  the  legality  of  pulling  these  programs  out 
of   the  air  without   paying   for  them.   One  prisoner 
is  requesting  legal  assistance  (at  his  own  expense) 
to  look  into  the  matter.  Whatever  the  outcome,  we 
of  The  Siberian  Express,  see  what  could  be  a  use- 
ful tool  in  relieving  tensions  and  hostilities,   once 
again    being    shelved     because    of    a    highly   vocal 
minority.  As  it  stands  now,  this  issue  has  drifted 
off  into  limbo. 

In  a  related  issue,  the  question  of  movies  was  raised. 
There   is   $2,567  left  in   the  Movie   Fund   and  the 
warden    would   like    to   see    this    money    spent  for 
movies  shown  in  the  gym  but  we  all  know  what  a 
hassle  that  is.  One  member  of  the  Forum  suggested 
that    the   money   be   used   to   rent    video  cassette 
movies  to  be  shown  on  Channel  3.  Once  again  the 
legality  of  such  a  move  was  brought  up  by  the  war- 
den.   There   are   laws   concern  ing   piracy  of  video 
tapes  and  these  laws  must  be  examined  before  any 
action  can  be  taken. 

I'm  sure  that  you  are  all  wondering  what  is  happen- 
ing with  the  Canteen.  Take  heart,  the  warden  states 
it   will   be   open   in   approximately   two  weeks.  On 

(continued  on  page  8) 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


If  you  would  like  to  make  some  comment  obout  one  of  our  arti  c/es,  or  announce  something  to  the  prison  population  , 
please  feel  welcome  to  use  this  column.  No  Anonymous  or  slanderous  letters  will  be  printed  and  the  views  express- 
ed are  not  necessarily  the  views  of  the  newspaper  staff. 


A  POINT  OF  VIEW 

Now  that  we  had  a  disturbance  here  at  the  prison, 
we    are   hearing    the    staff   blame   the    warden,   the 
legislature   and    on   and    on    and   on.    Well,    I   got  a 
question:    Why  is  the  state  paying  the  staff  here? 

An  example:  The  state  hires  a  guard  and  gives  him 
some  keys.  Okay,  he  got  the  keys;  now  ask  one  of 
them  to  open  a  cupboard  so  you  can  get  some  soap 
to  mop  the  floor  with.  What  happens?  The  staff 
member  acts  like  you  owe  him  some  great  favor  if 
he  opens  the  cupboard  for  you.  What  great  favor 
do  we  owe  them?  When  they  came  to  work  here  and 
were  given  the  keys;  I  wonder  if  the  staff  ever 
considered  what  they  were  being  paid  for  carrying 
keys  for  if  they  weren't  supposed  to  use  them  for 
the  purpose  a  key  was  designed  for;  opening  locks. 
From  the  attitudes  I  have  seen  exhibited  here, 
apparently  the  staff  fails  to  understand  why  they 
were  actually  hired. 

Another  example:  a  staff  member  is  sitting  in  the 
control  cage  reading  a  book  or  playing  with  a  Rubik's 
cube:  now  walk  up  and  ask  that  control  man  to  open 
the  door.  What  happens?  He  acts  like  opening 
doors  isn't  what  he  is  in  the  control  cage  for. 
Why?  Doesn't  he  know  what  he  is  hired  for  and 
assigned  to  be  in  a  control  cage  where  the  switch 
for  the  door  is  at?  Again  their  attitude  demonstrates 
that  we  must  owe  them  a  favor  or  something  for 
them  doing  what  they  are  paid  to  do  by  coming  to 
work  here. 

Another  example:  The  staff  say  that  the  warden  wil  1 
not  work  with  them.  Well,   why  should  he?  Isn't  the 
warden  the  boss?  What  does  a  boss  tell  the  people 
he  hires?  Does  he  hire  people  to  do  as  they  are 
told  when  he  hires  help  for  that  purpose?  Does  the 
the  boss  hire  them  to  tell  him  he  must  work  with 
them  as  they  say?  How  many  businesses  run   very 
long  in  this  manner?  If    you  have  a  business  out 
there    and   you   decide    to   make   a   change   in   that 
business;  do  you  allow  your  employees  to  tell  you 
not  to  make  any  changes?  If  you  do,  pray  tell  me 
who  owns  the  business,  you  or  your  employees? 


ATTITUDES  DISPLAYED   BY  THE  EMPLOYEES 
OF    THE   MONTANA   STATE   PRISON,    BOTH   IN 
THE  PAST  AND  THE  PRESENT,  may  well  be  the 
REAL   REASON,   for  the  disturbance  we  had  here 
last  week. 

I  wonder  if  any  one  in  an  authority  position  in  this 
state  has  ever  considered  such  a  point? 

I  wonder  if  anyone  really  cares  or  are  they  only 
interested  in  money?  Isn't  that  really  the  bottom 
line  of  what  we  are  hearing?  MORE  MONEY,  more 
money,  more  money.  For  what?  So  that  the  same 
problem  continues  at  even  greater  cost,  over  and 
over  again?  What  is  the  object  of  hiring  people 
to  work  in  a  prison?  What  are  they  suppose  to  be 
doing?  Did  Montana  hire  these  guards  to  tell  the 
state  and  the  warden,  who  the  state  hired  to  run  the 
prison,  what  the  warden  and  the  state  of  Montana 
is    supposed   to  do??????????????? ????????????? 

It  sounds  to  me  like  some  just  want  more  money 
for  the  same  old  thing,  causing  the  problem  again 
so  they  can  get  more  money  later. 

Sign  me,  a  witness  to  one  point  of  view. 

Bradley  \.  Colling 
A015191 


SPECIAL  THANKS 


My  family  and  I  would  like  to  thank  you  all  for  your 
generous  donations  which  enabled  me  to  go  to  the 
funeral    services  of  my  Grandmother. 

Gary  Anderson 


"IT  IS  THUS  WITH  MOST  OF  US:  WE  ARE  WHAT 
OTHER  PEOPLE  SAY  WE  ARE  WE  KNOW  OUR- 
SELVES CHIEFLY  BY  HEARSAY." 


Eric  Hoffer 
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M.S.P.  LIBRARY 

In  the  past  two  years  the  funding  for  the  library 
has  been  cut  drastically.  The  budget  of  $2200  in 
1980  was  cut  to  $1800  in  1981  and  the  allotment 
given  by  the  state  in  1982  is  $000.00.  Currently 
the    budget  is  a  whopping  .....nothing. 

The  "pleasure  reading"  part  of  the  library  is  lack- 
ing in  popular  material  but  that  doesn't  mean  that 
there    isn't   or   hasn't    been   a   good   selection.   It 
seems  that  books  taken  from  the  library  can't  find 
their  way  back.  Of  course  we  all  know  that  books 
have    a    lousy    sense    of   direction    anyway.    What 
Dave  Beatty,  the  librarian,  suggests  is  the  indiv- 
iduals taking  charge  or  leave  of  a  book  to  please 
return  them  to  their  rightful  home.  People  haven't 
been  doing  this,  so  about  every  six  months  Beatty 
goes  from  unit  to  unit  and  collects  all  the  overdue 
books.    Each  time  he  does   this   he  estimates  the 
books    brought    back   number   between    four   to   six 
thousand.    Then  for  about  a  week  there  is   a  good 
selection  and  the  whole  process  starts  over  again. 

The  up-keep  of  the  Law  Library  costs  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year.  The  always 
changing  laws  in  this  state  and  country  necessi- 
tates the  updating  of  the  law  books  at  least  once 
a  year. 

The   library  is  not  only  for  the  convicts  but  for  the 
staff  as  well.  If  any  person  is  looking  for  one  parti- 
cular book,  either  for  reference  or  just  to  read  for 
pleasure  and  the  library  doesn't  have  it  in  stock, 
he  or  she  may  order  it  from  the  state  library.  Once 
every  week  Beatty  goes  to  Helena  and  fills  these 
orders.    As   of  late,   a   new   twist  has    been    added 
to  the    line-up  of  library  activities.  Once  a  month: 
there    will    be   movies    shown   in   the   library.  The 
contents    of   these   are   anywhere   from   "Laurel  & 
Hardy"  to  travel  documentaries.  They  are  free  and 
offered  to  the  general  populat  ion. 

In   the  disturbance   of  March   24.   there  were  $900 
worth  of  books  destroyed.   With  no  budget  at  this 
time,  replacing  these  books  is  going  to  be  virtually 
impossible.  The  only  hope  for  now  is  to  get  dona- 
tions  of  books   from  outside   individuals  and  bus- 
inesses.   In  the   past   most   of  the   donated  books 
haven't    been   worth    the    effort   of   going    after. 
Out   of  date   textbooks   and   rejects   just  take  up 
needed    space.    Hopefully,    future   donations    will 
be  of  better  quality. 


CHANNEL  THREE 

Channel   3,   the  well  equipped  but  up  to  this  time 
quite    neglected,    prison    educational    T.V.    station, 
has  a  promise  of  a  new  future.  About  two  months 
ago,    John    Jaksha,   the   Educational   Director,  was 
granted    the   funds   to      do  the  desperately  needed 
repa  irs,     cleaning    and     servicing    of    the     various 
machines.  Almost  all  of  the  equipment  is    inopera- 
ble due   to  misuse  and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
previous  operators.  Only  one  player-recorder  is  op- 
erating  at   this   time. 


Although   Mr.    Jaksha  sent  in  a  work  order  for  the 
needed  repairs,  right  after  the  funds  became  avail- 
able, there  is  still  some  administrative  red  tape  left 
to    wade    through.    The    work   order   sat   around  for 
over  a  month  before  any  action  was   taken  and  that 
was  to  send  out  for  bids  to  find  the  best  price  for 
the   repairs.   It   is   our  understanding  that   the  bids 
will  be  opened  within    the  next  two  weeks.  Hope- 
fully, at  that  time,    the  repair  work  will  commence 
and  someday  soon  Channel  3  can  begin  to  operate 
at  it's  full  potential. 

After  the  repairs  and  servicing,   Jerry  Forsyth  and 
Darrell    Plouffe,     the    prisoners    who    now    operate 
Channel    3,    think    that    they    can    easily   produce 
programming  for  a  16  hour  viewing  day.  They  have 
only  been  able  to  produce  4  to  6  hours  a  day  with 
the  equipment  in  it's  present  state,  most  of  which 
has    been    shown    and    reshown    so   much    that   the 
majority  of  us   have  the  dialogue  memorized.   The 
potential  of  Channel  3  is  enormous  .  It  could  become 
the    best    entertainment    channel    available    to   us 
with  a  wide  variety  of  movies  without  the  nuisance 
of  commercials.  It  could  also  be  used  to  broadcast 
such  things  as  the  Warden's  Forum  and  let  us  see 
for  ourselves  just  what  is  going  on.  Special  events 
could  be  taped  and  peplayed  for  us  like  the  recent 
professional    fights    of    Paul    Badhorse    and  Clair 
Burns.   For  a  prison  population  that  is  mostly  idle, 
having    something    worthwhile     to    watch    on   T,V. 
would    do   a    lot    towards    reducing    tensions    and 
pressures  inside  the  prison. 

During  the  past  fcr  months   the  Re-Con  organiza- 
tion has  been  renting  movies  with  their  own  funds. 
Their   help  has    improved   the   situation,   but  even 
with  Re-Con's  generous  help  the  quanity  of  material 
is  still  severely  lacking. 

Several   days   ago,   the  video   tape   player  ate  up 
one    of    the    tapes.    Luckily,    someone    was    there 
to    stop   the   machine   before   serious    damage   was 
done.  But,  due  to  this  development  and  to  prevent 
damage  to  the  equipment,  movies  will  no  longer  be 
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shown  at  11:00  P.M.    At  least  not  until  repairs  are 
made  on  all  of  the  machines. 

There    have   been   many   suggestions   on  how  to  ac- 
quire  new   movies,    documentaries,   etc..   One   idea 
was  to  sell  all  of  the  equipment  and  buy  a  satellite 
disc  antenna.  This  idea  had  some  support  and  inter- 
est among  the  prison  popula  tion.  Another  idea  was 
to  use  prisoner  funds  to  purchase  the  satellite  disc. 
The   disc  antenna   would     have  given  us   access  to 
R-ery    major   network   and    station    in   this   country, 
riecently,    the    Governor   told    the    Warden   that   the 
political    climate    outside    would    not    allow    us    to 
have   a  satellite  antenna.   It  seems  a  highly  vocal 
minority  outside,  who  oppose  progress  and  improve- 
ments   here    in    the    prison,    have   enough  political 
clout  to  do  this.  Oh  well,  so  much  for  progress. 

Time  seems  to  be  the  only  factor  in  the  issue  of 
utilizing  the  video  equipment  to  it's  full  capacity. 
Only  the  admini  stration  knows  how  much  time. 


A    DAYROOM  IN  CLOSE  II 


(  Overcrowding  -  continued) 

As  the  population  mounts,  so  do  the  administrative 
problems.     The    workload    of    every    employee,    in 
every   area   increases.   With   limited  personnel  and 
a    shortage  of  funding,   the   day-  to-  day  running  of 
the    institution    becomes    an   administrative   night- 
mare.  The   warden   must   accept   people  sentenced 
here  and  find  someplace  for  them  to  sleep,  classify 
them,  clothe  them,  feed  them,  provide  medical  and 
psychological  attention  and  a  thousand  other  things 
besides    the    main   objectives    which   are    to   keep 
everyone  from  escaping  and  prevent  violence. 


For  prisone  rs,  overcrowding  becomes  a  fact  ot    life. 
The  lack  of  privacy  and  elbow  room  causes  irrita- 
tion and  frustration,  More  and  more, anger  has  to  be 
suppressed.    Peace    and    quiet    become    memories. 
Standing  in  lines  becomes  a  daily  repetition.  The 
chow  hall  opens   early  and   being  limited   in  size, 
can    only    handle    140    prisoners    at  one  time.  Thu 
means    that   there   is    hardly   a   break   as   one  meal 
ends    and    the    next    begins.    Rooms    designed    .is 
mop    closets    are    being    utilized    as    cells.    They 
have  little  ventilation  and   their  doors  have   to  be 
left  open  in  order  to  breathe  while  people  sleep  in 
them.    Recently,   doubling   up  has   started   in  cells 
one  and  two  of  each  cubicle  in  units  A,  B  and  C. 
These  rooms  were  designed  for  one  mtn.  Even  with 
just  one  person  there  is  only  enough  room  to  stand 
up  and  turn  around.  With  two  people  in  these  cells 
they  have  to  take  turns  moving  around.  The  plumb- 
ing   in   each   cubicle    consists    of  one   toilet,    one 
urinal,   one  shower,   one   utility  sink  and  one  sink 
to  shave  in  and  wash  your  face.  With  eleven  grown 
men  having  to  share  one  toilet  and  shower,  irrita- 
tions escalate.  This  recent  move  to  double  up  two 
of  the  rooms  in  each  cubicle  of  the  letter  units,  is 
believed  by  many  prisoners  to  be  only  the  beginning 
and    that    as    the   population   climbs,   doubling   will 
occur    in    every    room.    These    buildings    were   not 
designed  to  house  that  many  people  and  they  will 
not  last  long  under  the  added  strain. 

Last    and   probably    the   most    serious    problem   that 
overcrowding  creates  is  the  escalation  of  violence. 
On  March  24,  just  last  week,  this  institution  saw  a 
very  minor  example  of  what  continued  overcrowding 
can  create,   It  caused   some  discomfort  and  incon- 
venience, much  as  a  brawl  in  a  tavern  might.  There 
was  some  damage,  but  to  call  it  a  riot  is  ridiculous. 
The  administration  transferred  a  few  of  the  prison- 
ers   that    they   felt   were    the   prime    movers    in   the 
disturbance.     This    is    only    a    stop-gap    measure. 
There  will    be  other  disturbances   in  the   future  a., 
the    prison    population  mounts.  Transferring    prob- 
lems   does    not    settle    the    issue.   Overcrowding  is 
nothing    new    to    prisons    and    almost    every   state 
has    to   deal    with    it.    Some   states    did    some   long 
range  planning  and  have  the  situation  under  control. 
New   Mexico,   Michigan,   Idaho,   Montana   and  most 
others   did  not.   Violent   riots  occurred  as   a  result 
and  almost  every  month  others  occur.  It  would  be  a 
lot  cheaper  for  this  state  to  plan  ahead  and  prevent 
the    situation    here    from    reaching    the    explosion 
point.  Since  there  is  no  reason  to   believe  that  the 
prison  population  will  not  continue  to  climb,  only 
the  building  of  new  minimum  security  centers  will 
prevent  an  eventual  disaster.  You  cannot  continue 
sending  more  and  more  people  to  this  prison  with- 
out expanding  it  or  building  alternatives. 
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LEGAL  SECTION    by  William  E.  Jackson 

For  this  first  issue  of  The  Siberian  Express    I  will 
advise    you    of   some    of   the    new    laws    which  the 
last  legislature  passed  and  which  became  effective 
on  October  1,  1981-  I  have  been  asked  about  "Good 
Time"   so  I  will  start  with  that.    Section  53-30-105 
MCA  was  amended  during  the  last  legislature.  One 
of  the  amendments  affects   "self  help  good  time'.' 
The    legislature    amended    this    statute    to   exclude 
the    earning  of   Parole   Good    Time,    for  those  who 
commit    a   crime    after  October   l,    1981,    and  they 
amended  the  statute  to  limit  "self  help  good  time" 
to  three  days  a  month  for  those  who  commit  a  crime 
after  October   l,    1981.   These   amendments   do  not 
affect    anyone    who    committed    their   crime    before 
October  1,  1981. 

Section  45-5-202  MCA,  Aggravated  Assault,  was 
amended  to  include  "people  who  are  responsible 
for  the  care  or  custody  of  a  prisoner".  The  punish- 
ment for  this  crime  carries,  "not  less  than  two 
years  or  more  than  20  years".  What  this  means 
is  that  assaulting  a  prison  staff  member  carries 
two  to  twenty  years  and  is  a  felony,  which  must 
run  (wild)  consecutive  with  the  time  now  being 
served. 

Another  area  in  which  I  receive  the  most  questions 
concerns   the    Furlough   Laws,   now   the  Supervised 
Release    Program.    This    statute    was    amended    in 
the    last    legislature;    however,    these   amendments 
do   not    affect   anyone  who  committed   their  crimes 
before  October  l,   1981.   For  those  who  have  com- 
mitted their  crime(s)  on  or  after  October  l,  1981, 
you     fit    under    the    new    statute    guidelines.    For 
information    about    applying    for    Furlough    or    the 
Supervised  Release  Program,  contact  your  counse- 
lor or  Glenn  Kenison,  in  B-Unit.  Should  you  have 
further   questions  on  these  matters,  or  the    informa- 
tion   you   receive    from   the   above   people,   contact, 
this  writer. 

Section  45-7-306  Escape,  was  also  amended  to 
include  furloughs,  ie.,  any  failure  to  return  or  even 
a  walk-away  from  the  Half-way  House,  Life  Skills 
Center  or  fuillough  placement,  constitutes  a  felony 
charge,  which  carries  a  ten  (10)  year  sentence 
running  consecutive  with  the  time  being  served  at 
the  time  of  the  "escape". 


piiipipi 


RAMADA  INN  TYPE  ENVIRONMENT 

Section  49-18-502  (2),  is  an  amendment  of  the 
persistent  felony  offender  act.  It  states  that  for 
those  who  have  been  convicted  of  three  (3)  separ- 
ate felonies,  the  punishment  has  been  increased 
to  ten  to  one  hundred  years;  also,  the  first  period 
of  this  time  may  not  be  deferred  or  suspended  and 
it  must  run  consecutive  to  any  other  sentence 
imposed. 

These    are    some    of     the  amendments     that   were 
approved  and  signed  into  law  and  became  effective 
October    1 ,    1981-    5hese    new    laws    affect    only 
those  persons  who  committed  a  crime  on  or  after 
October  1,  1981-  I  have  placed  these  in  this  issue 
for   the  benefit   of  your  information  as  we  should 
all  keep  current  on  laws   which  may    affect  us  in 
our  present  circumstances  as  well  as  in  the  future. 
I  hope  that  in  future  issues  I  may  be  able  to  answer 
any    questions    which    you   may    have    on   various 
legal   issues   and   matters .   If  you  have  questions, 
send   them  on  a  kite,   to  the   newspaper  office  in 
B-Unit  and  I  will  try  to  answer  as  many  as  I  can 
in  the  upcoming  issues. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

'It  is  never  to  late  to  give  up  our  prejudices.  /Vo  way  of  thinking  or  doing,  however  ancient,  can  be  trusted  without 
proof.  What  everybody  echoes  or  in  silence  passes  by  as  true  today  may  turn  out  to  be  falsehood  tomorrow;      mere 
smoke  of  ooinion.wbich  some  had  trusted  for  a  cloud  that  would  sorinkle  fertilizing  rain  on  their  fields." 


HENRY  DAVID  THOREAU 


AIN  T  IT  A  BITCH 
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Every  month  this  column  will  be  published  in  order 
to  air  complaints,  good-natured  gossip  and  satirical 
comments.  We  realize  that  there  are  a  great  number 
of  gripes  therefore,  selection  will  be  based  on 
variety,    interest  and  space  availability. 

This  section  of  the  newspaper  will  be  open  to 
anyone  employees  and  outside  readers  as  well 
as  prisoners,  Because  of  the  time  and  space  dilem- 
ma, articles  should  be  limited  to  one  (l)  paragraph 
and  submitted  no  later  than  the  15th  of  every  month. 
There  will  be  no  anonymous  statements  printed  in 
this  column  Each  and  every  article  must  be  endors- 
ed with  the  author's  signature. 

The  objective  of  this  publication  is  to  bring  about 
understanding  and.  hopefully,  a  change  in  attitudes 
as  well  as  to  entertain,  In  these  trying  times, 
people  tend  to  protect  themselves  with  cynicism 
and  apathy.  Although  this  is  a  normal  defensive 
reaction,  it  serves  to  generate  a  deadening  effect 
which  in  turn  stmnghtens  the  status  quo  and  pre- 
vents beneficial  change. 

Get  up  off  of  your  apathetic  asses  and  let  us  hear 
from  you!!  We  will  stand  behind  any  statement  of 
tryth,  no  matter  who  writes  it. 


I    feel    that    the    Parole    Board   and    the   Montana  parole 
system  should  let  a  man  out  earlier  on  parole;   when  he 
has  set  up  a  parole  plan,  has  acquired  a  /oh,  and  other 
pre-requi sites    necessary     In    many    cases    we    have    to 
wait    for  up   to  90  days,   in  some   cases    longer,   for  the 
papers  to  return.  I  wonder  why  the  authorities  can  not 
simply  call   the    state  in  question,   where   the  inma  te  is 
going,  and  tell  them  they  have  a  man  who  has  a  parole 
set  up,  with  a  job   in  that  area„  It  would  certainly  expe- 
dite his  release  and  when  a  man  already  has  acquired 
a  job,   it  is  stretching  it  for  his  prospective  employer 
to   wait   an   extra  month,  or  more,   for  his   employee  to 
show  up.. 

James  A.  Johnson   A016188 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

Cheryl  Odden,  D  rector  of  the  Muse  Department,  s  now  g'v  ng 
instructions  In  piano,  organ,  voice,  percussion,  and  beginning 
g  ultar.  She  Is  a  I  so  qualified  to  assist  In  the  Instruct"  on  of 
other  Instruments.  At)  that  Is  required  Is  an  Interest  In  music. 
However,  because  of  the  overpopulation  problem  you  may  be 
placed    on  a  waiting   list. 


Like     every     other    department      n    th's      nstltution,     the    Music 
Department   Is   hurting    financially.    Ms.    Odden    states    that    --he 
has    roughly    $500    left    In    her    budget    but    has    been    helped    a 
great  deal   by  donations   from  people  on  the   "streets".    Recent- 
ly,   Chesero   Muse,    Inc.   of    Idaho  Falls   donated   $400   worth  of 
sheet   music,    Judge    Blair   ot    Virginia   City    a   clarinet,    a   gi 
from  M'ssoula  donated   a  microphone  and   an  anonymous  gentle- 
man    from     Deer    Lodge    gave    a    fiddle.     Cheryl     would     Ilk. 
express    her  appreclat'on  to  all   of    these  Individuals. 

The    Music    Department    Is    still    in    need    of    o    myriad    of    Iterr*. 
that     only    you    good    people    on    the     "outs  de"      can    provide. 
Any    donation    or    gift    certificate    will    be    most     welcome.    Some 
of     the    items    needed    ore:     a    cargo    parachu'e    for    acous' 
purposes,     Instruments,     a     spot     light,     material     for     a     stage 
stereoes,   cassette    players    &  cassettes  and   reel-to-reel    tapes. 

Thi  s    is  what  w!  II  be  happening  in  the  Music  Dept.  for  the  month 

of    April: 

April    2  •   Gonzaga   Prep  High    School    Jazz   Ensemble. 

April     10    -   M.S.P.'s  own    Flaming   Ro.nbow   Band. 

April     12  -   University  of  Montana   Jazz   Ensemble. 

Apr!     19  ■    University  of  Montana   Chamber  Orchestra. 


A.D.S.P. 

The  ADDICTIVE   DISEASES  STUDIES   PROGRAM  is   curre.uK 
ofering  basic  alcohol  and  drug  education  classes   in   Units  A 
B.  and  C,  with  two  groups  from  the  Close  Units    We  now  h;iv 
ten  weekly  meetings  being  held   in  various  units  for  all   hi 
ing   unts     We   have   eight    cons    serving  as    group    leaders, 
addition  to  the  regular  eight  week  study   course,   we  also  offi 
a  "follow-up  program",  which   is  a  more  indepth:   intense  study 
of  alcohol  and  drugs  with  emphasis  on  their  uses  and  abuses 

The  A.D.S.P.   program    is  over  two   years   old   and   we    ha    <     • 
excess     of    245    men    that    have    successfully     complcteu 
program.    The    important    factor    and    the    main    reason    foi    the 
programs'   ascendence    is    that   the  entire   program  was    st., 
by    cons  and  its'    total  operation  is  administered  by  cons 

DENNIS   REMI  PLOUFFE,  DIRECTOR 

FOOTNOTE:  There  will  be  no  "good  lime"  given  for  attendant  p.  in 
this  program.  We  operate  on  a  strictly  voluntary  basis.  Howi;vi*r. 
if  you  feel  that  you  have  a  problem  with  alcohol  or  drugs  and  >  nuld 
benefit  from  our  program,  send  a  kite  to  :  Director,  A.D.S.P.,  A-l'nil. 

ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS 

Meetings  are  held  every  Saturday  evening  in  the  Education 
Dept.  Close  I  Close  II  will  meet  from  6:00  to  7:00  P.M.  and 
Unit  A,  B,  and  C  from  7:00  to  8:00  P.M..  "Good  time"  will 
be  given  at  a  rate  of  3  days  per  month  for  attendance  of  at 
least  3  meetings  per  month,  After  six  months  attendance,  it  is 
possible   to  get  5  days  a  month  "good  time". 

Outside  groups  have  been  able  to  attend  our  meetings  mainly 
through  the  efforts  of  Earl  Sullivan,  who  has  sponsoied  the 
Lodger's  Ledger  Group  for  the  past  24  years.  Presently  out- 
side groups  are  attending  from  as  far  away  as  Bil  lings.  Almost 
all  A.A.  groups  within  the  state  have  attended  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Deer  Lodge  Group,  although  they  have  been  ex- 
tended numerous  invitations,  both  written  and  oral. 

"Step  12:  Having  had  a  spTntual  awakening  as  the  result  of 
these  steps,  we  tried  to  carry  this  message  to  alcoholics  and 
to   practice  these  prmc.ples  in  all  our  affairs.'  ' 
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(Warden's  Forum  Report  continued) 

M    rch  20,  I  was  invited  to  sit  in  on  a  meeting  of  the 
Canteen  Committee  and  discovered  some  interesting 
bits    of  information.    For  instance:    if  the   Canteen 
clears   between  $2,000  and  $6,000  per  week,  why 
is  there  only    $778.36  in  the  Welfare  Fund?  At  any 
rate,   when  the-  canteen  does   open,   there  will  be 
some  new    items  on   the  list.   Here  is   a   sample  of 
what    will   be   available:    peanut   butter,    fresh  fruit 
and    vegatables,    lunch    meats    (packaged   &  canned) 
hot  peppers,  hot  sauce,  disposable  razors,  pickles, 
canned   soups,   crock    pots   and   (for  all  you  bush- 
whackers) Hustler  magazine. 

On    the  matter  of   room  decor,   new   guidelines   are 
forthcoming    concerning   painting,    floor   coverings, 
wall  space  for  pictures  and  curtains.  Since  March 
18th,  Capt.  Davidson  has  issued  an  Inter-Divisional 
concerning    the    curtains    which   has    raised    a   few 
valid   questions.  Since  most  of  us  make   less  than 
$30.00  a  month,  why  are  the  curtains  so  expensive? 
How  much  does  it  cost  to  make  these  curtains?  How 
much  of  a  profit  is   being  made  and  who  gets   it? 
Why    can't    prisoners    who   have    already  purchased 
personal    towels    to    use    as    curtains^  continue   to 
use  them? 

Other  items  of  interest  which  were  discussed  but 
not    resolved    are:    the    possibility   of   a   prisoners 
union,    pay  reduction  on  job  changes,  watch  repair 
and  Food  Service.  The  approval  has  been  given  for 
remodeling  the  visiting  room.  It  is  my  understand- 
ing  that    the  tables  will  be  replaced  with  couches 
so  we  can  all  look  forward  to  "expanded  visiting 
hours  and  a  more  relaxed  atmosphere." 

By   the   way,    if   you're   wondering   why   our  prison 


numbers  have  to  be  on  all  incoming  mail  now,  the 
warden  says  it's  because  he  has  received  a  deluge 
of  complaints  from  prisoners  about  the  inefficiency 
of  the  mail  room. 


In  conclusion,  the  last  thing  on  the  agenda  was  the 
track   record  of  the  Warden's   Forum.   Needless  to 
say,    most    members    expressed   disappointment   at 
the  lack  of  accomplishments  in  the  past  six  months. 
Of    the    more    than    70    issues    brought    before   the 
Forum  since  November,  very  few  have  been  resolv- 
ed.  Many  of  these   issues   are   "repeaters".  (Pro- 
blems tabled  until  next  meeting).  The  warden  states 
that   change  must  come   slowly   (Why?)   and   he  is 
apparently  looking  at  long-range  results  rather  than 
disposing  of  immediate  issues. 

WANT  ONE  OF  YOUR  PRISON  POEMS  PUBLISHED? 

Just   before  press-time,   we  received  a  letter  from  the 
SMP   Jaycees  of  the  State  Prison  of  Southern  Michigan. 
They   are   putting   together  a    book   of  poetry  and   are 
looking    for   original,    previously   unpublished   material 
which  is  of  a  poetic  nature. 

They  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  book  when  it  is  printed, 
if  they  u  se  any  of  your  submitted  material.  If  you  send 
them  any  of  your  works  for  the  book,  be  sure  to  include 
a  written  authorization  allowing  them  to  use  your  work. 

Contact:  Mr.  Mickey  Holland,  Chairman 
SMP  Jaycees 

c/o  Special  Activities  Office 
4000  Cooper  Street 
Jackson,  Michigan      49201 
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